
 

               Rocky Mountain Farmers Union 

                      Bill Midcap,  Director, External Affairs 

       7900 E Union Ave., Suite 200 

Denver, Colorado  80237 

 

Everyday more and more people believe---and that 

is when dreams become reality 



    

   To achieve the transformation of our nation’s 
electricity system that is needed to expand our 
renewable energy, energy efficiency and national 
security needs, we will have to re-evaluate the way 
electric transmission corridors are developed.   

    

   More and more landowners with vested interests 
are opposing new lines being sited on their 
properties. 



    

    Some farmers and ranchers see the development of 
renewable energy as an opportunity for a new 
commodity to increase profitability.   

    

   Few have seen the siting of transmission lines as a 
positive.  An across the fence appraisal of 
productive farm or range land for a one time 
payment for an easement that extends for years is 
just  not that exciting. 



 

  Some landowners ask “If eminent domain is such a 
great deal for the public why are utility companies 
raking in profits wheeling electricity across my land? 

  Why am I the only one asked to give up rights to my 
property for the good of others when utilities can 
rake in profits for their investors?  

Do any of the large DC lines that are being promoted 
do anything positive for my operation or even my 
rural community?” 



 

Bottom line is landowners just want some equal 
considerations when easements are sited.  More often 
than not our urban communities need greater access 
to what rural communities have, this includes open 
space, roads, rail, and utilities.  

 

There are certainly some equity and fairness 
questions to be asked as private property owners are 
asked to provide easements that affect future 
generations of ag producers, who essentially are 
provided nothing for an easement that may last well 
until after they are gone. 
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    For the examples we are addressing today let’s 
focus on large kva transmission.  Some projects in 
the west are using 500 kva or larger. The TransWest 
Express and the Zephyr are only two such lines 
being proposed in the West, both using large steel 
structures and large conductor that can span up to 
1000 feet. 



Utility Easements 

 Typical ranch in eastern Colorado $550/acre 

 Typical dry farm in eastern CO  $800/acre 

 Let’s use the dry land appraisal at $800/acre 

 200’ corridor 1 mile long = 24.25 acres 

 Utility would pay a one time payment of $19,400 for 
a the easement  

 Includes siting of 5 or 6 steel structures/mile 

 Estimated costs for 1 mile of HVDC line/$4,000,000 

 >0.5 % =cost of construction for easements 

 

 



Utilities could benefit from lack of 
NIMBYisms. 
 Savings in court costs 

 Timely siting of transmission 

 In depressed areas we have seen landowners move 
positively to promote lines on their property 

 





Landowner Transmission Corridors 

 Not unlike landowner wind farms  

 Smaller corridors w/annual revenue streams in 3 
states.  

 New Mexico---Texas---Montana 

 Annual revenue streams are small but an advancing 
trend. 

 Used for connecting smaller facilities to a larger 
grid sending RE to population centers 

 

 










